
May 2012 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS COURSE MAP – AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION    Page 1 of 3 

Course Description:  This course is mainly about becoming a self-motivated, independent, and intellectually curious learner.  It is more about asking questions than about getting 

answers.  You will be encouraged to stretch yourselves and open your minds to new concepts and ideas.  Although you may not like all the texts you read this year, you should be 
able to appreciate them and recognize their value as works of literature.  I expect this class to be challenging, exciting, demanding and fun.   
This course operates as an extension of your 11

th
 Grade College Prep or Honors English class.  In 11

th
 Grade the focus is on American Literature; in this course we will explore 

British Literature.  On occasion, we will reference works which you studied last year, discussing their relationships to the British texts in this year’s syllabus. 
Enduring Understandings Content Skills/Competencies Summative Assessments 

Students will understand that: 
 

1. The development of Modern 

English can be traced throughout 

time and history in a predominantly 

linear fashion. 

2. Great cultures create epic works of 

literature that reflect and reinforce 

societal values and norms. 

3. The development of language can 
be directly linked to the 
development of literary form, style, 
and technique. 

 
 

Students will know: 
 

 Heaney: Beowulf  

 Chaucer: Canterbury Tales   

 Shakespeare: Hamlet 

 Congreve: The Way of the World 

 Austen: Pride and Prejudice 

 Bronte: Wuthering Heights 

 Dickens: Great Expectations 

 Hardy: The Mayor of Casterbridge or 
Tess of the D’urbervilles 

 Woolf: Mrs. Dalloway 

 Friel: Translations 

 English Renaissance Poetry 

 Metaphysical Poetry 

 Cavalier Poets 

 Restoration and Enlightenment 

 Romantic movement 

 Pre-Raphaelites 

 English Poetry of the First World War 

 Brittain:  Testament of Youth (excerpt) 

 The Language of Literature. Evanston: 
McDougal Littel Inc., 1997 

Students will be able to: 
 
1. Beowulf:  Students will gain understanding 

of the roots of the English language and of 

the earliest types of British literature, 

providing a foundation for later 

investigations of language and style.  

Vocabulary will be examined, particularly 

the persistence of words from Anglo-

Saxon and their use in good modern 

writing.  The simple narrative structures of 

early texts will be examined, as will the 

role of point of view.  

 

2. Canterbury Tales:  Students will read 

chosen selections in the original language 

using vocabulary and context clues to 

translate the passage.  The aim is to 

accustom students to difficult language 

and allow them to begin to develop 

strategies for understanding complex 

texts.   

 

3. Students will be able to identify different 

poetic forms and genres.  They will read 

some poems closely to determine possible 

meanings.  They will relate these poems 

to the time period and to the other genres 

produced at the time, especially drama. 

 

4. Students will recognize shifts in themes 

and styles through comparing this work 

with earlier texts which they have studied.  

They should be able to discuss in 

particular how this play reflects the place 

and time of its writing.  The writer’s 

technique will be analyzed. 

 

5. Students should now see a clear change 

in writing styles, themes and genres from 

the first texts studied to the texts of the 

18
th

 century. 

Methods for students to demonstrate 
their levels of proficiency: 

 Students will write short pieces 

which address the impact of society 

on the themes, style and genre of 

these early texts.  Marking will focus 

on structure and syntax. 

 Students will write a sonnet, using 

the techniques and elements 

discussed in the study. 

 There will be two written responses 

assigned.  In the first, students will 

analyze a group of possible essay 

questions, developing a strong 

introductory paragraph for each.  

The aim of this task is to encourage 

students to explore a question 

thoroughly and create a strong 

thesis paragraph.  The second task 

will be to take one of the questions 

and develop it as a complete 

analytical essay which incorporates 

direct textual references for proofs.   

 Students will be given individual 

goals to achieve in this essay.  The 

writing itself will incorporate the 

concepts already covered, including 

use of textual references. 

 Students will deconstruct a poem 

and comment on its form, style, and 

use of figurative language.  They will 

then write a personal interpretation 

of the poem. 

 Students will discuss current 

arguments about Austen and her 

use of language in a well-argued 

and well-structured piece.   

 Students will analyze the varied 

techniques chosen by the writer to 

enhance the themes of the novel 

and its genre.  The focus will be, 
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6. Students should be able to look at this 

early novel and notice how the writer’s 

world differs from that of earlier texts.  

They should be able to discuss both in 

class and in written work the importance 

of society to Bronte’s book.  They should 

recognize the humor in the book and be 

able to discuss how it is created. 

 

7. By now students should be well able to 

see beyond the plot to analyze the varied 

techniques chosen by the writer to 

enhance the themes of the novel and its 

genre.  The focus will be, therefore, on the 

writer’s rhetorical techniques and intent. 

 

8. Students can now differentiate between 

an assortment of styles, diction, 

characters, themes rhetorical conventions 

and use of settings.  They should be able 

to discuss characters’ motives and 

characters as extensions of the themes. 

 

9. Students will address poetry which is 

based on real – and unpleasant – 

experiences.  They should develop some 

understanding of the problems 

experienced by both soldiers and civilians 

during the war.  This will then help to 

illuminate the character Septimus in Mrs. 

Dalloway. 

 

10. Students will read this text very closely in 

a careful and deliberate analysis of the 

writer’s style.  Class discussions will be 

used to aid understanding of this rather 

difficult book.  Background will be 

provided by the teacher and through the 

work done on the previous unit. 

 

11. The class will undertake a Readers’ 

therefore, on the writer’s rhetorical 

techniques and intent. 

 Compose an analytical essay to look 

at some aspect of the writer’s 

technique and intent.   

 Students will write short response 

pieces (2 pages), with direct 

reference to the poetry itself. 

 In a well-structured timed essay 

students will examine the binary 

oppositions present in the work and 

how these illuminate the theme. 

 Students will write a 3 to 5 page 

essay, using direct textual 

references, which examines the 

relationship between the writer’s 

chosen style and the issues which 

she has chosen to examine.   
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Theater study of Friel’s play.  It will give 

the class the opportunity to reflect on 

issues and ideas raised throughout the 

course.  It will also allow the opportunity to 

discuss the importance of language – how 

it is understood, its roots, its cultural 

significance, its emotional appeal and its 

power.   

 

12. Students will gain understanding of the 

roots of the English language and of the 

earliest types of British literature, providing 

a foundation for later investigations of 

language and style.  

 


